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Objectives of Presentation

Share background on NFI to provide context in
which to understand the research study
Describe the survey design and sample of
respondents

Participants will take a quiz related to the firghn
of the survey

Share survey results and open floor for discussi
of implications for attendees’ practice
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i& Nation herhood Initiative:

i

Who We Are:

Non-profit, non-partisan,
non-sectarian organization
Founded in 1994 to combat the most
consequential social trend of our time:

Widespread Fatherlessness in the
Lives of Our Nation’s Children
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ii National. hood Initia

NFI's mission:

To improve the well-being of
children by increasing the
proportion of children growing up
with involved, responsible, and
committed fathers in their lives.
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herhood Initiative:

NFI's 3-E Strategy b
Educate and inspire Fill\iﬁgglillgil)d
Equip and develop leaders Initiative

Engage all sectors of society
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Educate - Publications
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Educate - Research

National
Marriage
Survey

The Father Factor

Family Structure, Father Father Facts

Closeness & Drug Abuse
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Educate - Research

Press conference to
releasewith This Ring
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Educate - NFI Website

Information on NFI
programs, events, and
trainings

free on-line resources
parenting tips

PSA’'s

over 2,000 visitors each

sign up for the R
Hdt-nail

Insighf
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Pop’s Culture

Pop's Culture: A
National Survey on
Dads' Attitudes on
Fathering
Fathering Attitudes
Quiz
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Survey Design & Respondent Profile

Telephone survey of 701 men ages 18 - 68 with at
least one (1) biological or adopted child

Representative of U.S. households (i.e., educatame,
ethnicity, income, age, number of adults in home)

90% lived with “focal” child
Age

75% age 30 - 49

13% under age 30

12% age 50+

Median age of 41
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Survey Design & Respondent Profile

Marital Status
85% married (75% to the mother of the “foca
child)
22% not livingwith wives
9% divorced
6% never married
>1% widowed
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Father-Absence Crisis

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed
or agreed with the statement: “There is a
“father-absence” crisis in the United Statep
today”?
75%
87%
91%
96%
99%
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“Dad-identity”

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed
or agreed with the following statement:
“Being a father is a very important part of
who you are”?

63%

75%

88%

94%

99%
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Implication Discussion #1

What are the implications for practice of tf

e

data on the father-absence crisis and “Dap-

identity?”
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Dads’ “Replace-ability”

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed or
agreed with the statement: “If a child does not
have an involved father, a mother can adequate
substitute for the absence of the father, essntig
being both a father and a mother”

15%

29%

38%

53%

64%
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Dads’ “Replace-ability”

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed or
agreed with the statement: “If a child does not
have an involved father, a male role model, suc
as a teacher or family friend, can be an adequa
substitute for a father"?

57%

66%

7%

82%

90%
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Implications Discussion #2

What are the implications for practice of tf
data on “Dads’ Replace-ability?”

Are there interactions between the data o
the father-absence crisis / dad-identity an
dads’ replace-ability?
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Media and Fatherhood

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed or
agreed with the statement: “The media (e.g.,
commercials & TV shows) tend to portray fathen
in a negative light"?

45%

57%

65%

79%

90%
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Implications Discussion #3

What are the implications for practice of the

data on media portrayals of fathers?
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Prepared to be a Dad

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed or
agreed with the following statement: “When you

first became a father, you felt adequately prepafed

for fatherhood"?
35%
47%
54%
63%
78%
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Implications Discussion #4

What are the implications for practice of th
data on whether dads feel prepared when
they first become dads?
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Fathering Knowledge & Skills

What proportion of fathers agreed with the
statement: “You now feel that you have all of th¢
necessary knowledge and skills to be a good
father"?

44%

57%

78%

83%

89%
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Implications Discussion #5

What are the implications for practice of tf
data on whether fathers think they current
have the knowledge and skills they need?
Is there an interaction between the
“preparedness” data and the “current
knowledge and skills” data?
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Seeking Support

Which of the following sources did the highest
proportion of fathers say that they had sought
support from in being a better dad?

Other men/fathers

Own mother

Own father

Wife/partner/child’s mother

Place of worship

“Professional” person

e
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Implications Discussion #6

What are the implications for practice of the
data on support-seeking behavior?
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Barriers to Being a Good Dad

Which of the following sources did the highest
proportion of men say is a barrier to being a goqd
dad?

Lack of knowledge in how to be a good dad

Work responsibilities

Resistance or lack of encouragement from child’sim

Treatment of fathers by courts

The media / popular culture

Lack of money or financial problems
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Implications Discussion #7

What are the implications for practice of the
data on barriers to being a good dad?
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Closeness to “Focal” Child

Fathers reports of feeling “less than very
close” to focal child varied by age of child
13% child 0 — 5 years old
19% child 6 — 12 years old
37% child 13 — 17 years old
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Activity Level with Focal Child

Dads asked about a range of activities
typically done with children 0 — 5 years ol
and 6 — 17 years old
Variable that influenced activity level in 0 — 5
group is whether married to mother (higher if
married)
Variables that influenced activity level in 6 — 17
group are residency, education level, whethe
have stepchild (higher if resident, high
education, no stepchildren)
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The “Marriage” Factor

What proportion of fathers strongly agreed or
agreed with the statement: “All else being equal
men perform best as fathers if they are married o
the mothers of their children™?

55%

67%

78%

81%

93%
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The “Residency” Factor

A much higher proportion of fathers who did not
live with the “focal” child said that they spent an
inadequate amount of time with their child (21%
resident vs. 61% non-resident) and that they fel
“less than very close” to the child (20% resident
vs. 47% non-resident)

Non-resident fathers less likely to seek suppart fo

being a father
Less likely from wife/partner/mother of childrero(®
resident vs. 68% non-resident) and more likely from
professionals and siblings (29% resident vs. 408 no
resident; 50% resident vs. 57% non-resident,
respectively)
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The “Stepfamily” Factor

When asked how close they felt to the
“focal” child, fathers who lived with a
stepchild were less likely to report feeling
close to the “focal” child whether or not
they lived with the “focal” child than were
fathers without stepchildren (21% no
stepchild vs. 38% with stepchild)

Felt closer to infants and very young children

compared to adolescents
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Implications Discussion #8

What are the implications for practice of the
data on the marriage, residency and
stepfamily factors?
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Other Factors (See Report)

Religiosity
Education Level
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